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All whole school policies include Early Years, which is made of our Reception Class. However, we 
have an overarching Early Years Policy too:  
 
Early Years Policy 
This Early Years Policy forms part of our general whole school policies which relate to the statutory 
requirements of the school towards pupils aged from four years to the academic year in which they 
become five. This takes place in our Reception Class. 

In particular this policy is linked to the following policies: Child Protection Policy, Staff Code of 
Conduct, Safer Recruitment, Sex and Relationships Education, Pastoral Care, Pupil Confidentiality, 
Behaviour and Sanctions as well as the policies relating to the safe use of mobile devices, Taking 
and Storing Images, Curriculum, Assessment Tracking and Recording, Performance Management, 
EAL, Complaints, Missing Child, Forest School. 
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1. Introduction 

This policy reflects the values and philosophy of the Early Years staff in relation to the teaching and 
learning in the Foundation Stage. It gives a framework and guidance within which all staff work. 

Thorpe House Early Years comprises of Reception Class. We follow the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum which is organised thus: 

The three ‘prime’ areas, which facilitates the first skills which enable further learning: 

· Communication and language 
· Physical development 
· Personal, social and emotional development 
·  

The four ‘specific’ areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied: 

· Literacy 
· Mathematics 
· Understanding the world 
· Expressive arts and design 
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2. Aims and Objectives 
Effective practice is built on the four guiding principles which work to improve the outcomes of the 
boys in our care, and reflect the fact that every child has the right to grow up safe, healthy, enjoying 
and achieving and making a positive contribution: 
  

·    A unique child: we recognise that every child is a competent learner. Our commitments are 
focused around development, inclusion, safety, health and wellbeing. 

·    Positive relationships: we nurture strong and caring relationships, between adults and 
children, ensuring that from such a platform they will thrive. We are committed to building 
strong and supportive relationships with the parents of boys in our care. 

·    Enabling environments: we design a learning environment which ignites interest, supports 
and extends every child’s learning and development. Through close observation, continuous 
assessment and informed planning, including differentiated support for every boy; and, in the 
wider context of assisting transitions, continuity and multi-agency requirements, every child 
is nurtured to succeed. 

·    Learning and development: we recognise the importance of differentiation to enable the 
boys to learn in their different ways and rates. We honour the fact that all areas of learning 
and development hold equal importance. 

  

The Curriculum for the Foundation Stage should underpin all future learning by supporting, 
fostering, promoting and developing the boys’: 

  
Communication and language. The boys are taught in a rich communication environment, with 
plenty of attention from their teachers and they are actively encouraged to express themselves 
verbally, in a variety of situations. 

  
Physical development. The boys are provided with rich opportunities to develop their fine and 
gross motor skills. With indoor and outdoor provision to explore and learn through play; using The 
Learning Garden and The Covered Highway, plus Forest School, Drama, PE and weekly swimming, 
they build their strength, agility and coordination at a good rate.  The boys will be taught the 
importance of physical activity and make healthy choices in relation to food. 

  
Personal, social and emotional development. The boys develop a positive sense of themselves 
and others. They are guided to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; they 
develop social skills and begin to learn how to manage their feelings, understanding and using 
appropriate behaviour. Fundamental British values are important to us at Thorpe House and we 
embrace the opportunity to discuss ideas, to agree on rules, to vote and to celebrate together. 

Literacy. The boys will be taught initial sounds and letters, before blending phonics and beginning 
the exciting journey of reading and writing. The boys begin the Key Words programme and receive 
certificates on completion of levels. They will be given access to a wide range of reading materials, 
in class and in the Library, to promote a love of reading. Books are displayed on changing topics 
and are recognised as key in the boys’ development. 
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Mathematics. Through the Abacus Maths scheme, the boys will have lots of opportunities to 
develop and improve their skills of counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating addition 
and subtraction problems. They will be taught to describe shapes, spaces and measures. Cooking 
plays an important part in illustrating the importance of measure. 

Understanding the world. Through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, 
places, technology and the environment, the boys begin to make sense of their community and 
wider world. School trips complement the topics of the term; these cement learning and make 
memories. 

  
Expressive arts and design. The boys explore and play with a wide range of media and materials 
through daily art and design & technology projects; they are always passionate about construction. 
They enjoy their weekly music lesson and the opportunities to collaborate in composition. They 
enjoy Drama with the Year 1 boys and understand that self-expression through the arts is both 
pleasurable and a powerful tool at their disposal. Plenty of workshops, including dance, enable 
further learning experiences. 

  
PSHE is intrinsic to our practice and we are committed to educating the boys holistically. We guide 
them to be respectful and kind to others. Part of our PSHE programme embraces ‘The Power of Yet’ 
and a growth mindset, encouraging boys to believe in themselves, to have confidence in their own 
abilities and to ‘fail up’. Eco Warriors and charity initiatives enable the boys to take part in real world 
issues. 

The boys are taught pre-cursive handwriting. 

  

3. Quality of teaching 
We understand that the boys in Reception predominantly learn through play and exploration. 
Alongside the daily maths, writing and reading teacher led opportunities, continuous provision 
enables an environment rich in explorative tasks and toys. We follow the boys’ interests and when a 
child is deep in play, the teacher will recognise that deep learning is taking place and avoid 
disturbing him. Observations allow the teacher to plan ahead for the needs of individuals and 
groups. Observation by the teacher enables tracking of interests and growth of skills; our small 
classes and nurturing environment allow for plenty of teacher support and the opportunity for the 
boys to reflect on their learning. 
  
Carpet time, show and tell and Forest School are powerful learning tools, enabling listening, 
expression and reflection. Resources are available to the boys and encourage their independent 
choice and organisation. The boys know their learning environments well and adapt whether in the 
classroom, music room, Library, forest, Learning Garden, Covered Highway, the Dining Room, 
Griffin Hall or the swimming pool. 
  
Close observation of the boys in school, close and regular liaison with parents and grandparents, 
along with an accessible and experienced Early Years SEN mean that any learning difficulties are 
identified quickly, highlighted and supported. We are caring, sensitive and dedicated to helping boys 
and their families in this regard. Our partnership with parents and grandparents is vital to the 
successful development of the boys in our care and, to that end, we value individual home 
backgrounds, cultures and language.   
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4. Quality of learning 

Our practice ensures that the boys work and play in a calm and happy environment where they feel 
welcomed, included, valued and safe. Our culture embraces the belief that all the community is 
supportive of every boy’s development. Resources are appropriate and are accessed independently 
by the boys and learning opportunities are designed to ignite awe and wonder and a delight in 
learning. We work to ensure that the boys’ motivation is strong and they can access their learning 
objective through clarity of instruction and strength of purpose. Our boys have pride in their efforts 
and achievements, embracing the drive to improve and develop with each opportunity; they ‘own’ 
their learning space and are enabled to organise themselves at an increasing rate and to participate 
in ‘tidy up time’! We embrace reflective practice and the boys enjoy discussing their work with 
teachers and peers alike, thus evaluating success and planning for more. 

Reception enjoy Forest School and Drama with Year 1 and this works throughout the year towards 
a seamless transition into Year 1. 

5. The Daily Routine 

The boys enjoy a daily art opportunity. They have carpet time, small and large group activities and 
tidy up time. The children make choices about their activities and recognise that learning is a social 
interactive process between child, adult, materials and environment. There is a balance of adult-led, 
adult-initiated and child-initiated activities, delivered though indoor and outdoor play. There are daily 
phonics and maths teacher-led lessons and the boys are heard read each day. The boys participate 
in short break, dining room lunch and playtime with the other classes. Throughout the week are 
specialist lessons in Spanish, Music, Drama, Forest School and Swimming. Cooking is a favourite 
learning opportunity too. 

Throughout the day teachers observe, guide, stretch and plan ahead, for each boy. Differentiation is 
incorporated into the manner in which teachers speak to and question individual boys. 

 6. The Early Years Curriculum 

Children learn through play. Play is a child’s work and provides vital foundations for future learning. 
Play is the medium through which the Early Years curriculum is experienced by children. It is a very 
serious business since it demands from the children concentration, perseverance and mental and 
physical effort. Teachers use play to observe the development of skills and to plan next steps. They 
ensure provision is made to follow the individual boy’s interests and to extend these. 

Young children learn by experience. They use their senses to explore with a variety of play 
materials. 

Within the group, all children are supported in developing their potential at their own pace. By 
means of developmentally appropriate activities and adult support, the curriculum leads to the 
achievement of the Early Learning goals and prepares children to progress with confidence towards 
the National Curriculum. 

The Early Years Curriculum is an active learning programme, which recognises that learning is a 
social interactive process between the child, adults, materials and the environment. 

The programme encourages positive interactions between teacher and child; child-friendly learning 
environments, in which children are free to pursue and develop their ideas and share their 
discoveries with others; and a consistent daily / weekly routine and team-based child assessment. 
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Active engagement develops self-esteem and independence. The boys are given a plethora of 
opportunities to get involved and this makes their learning meaningful. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development underpins our practice. Within a secure and 
stimulating environment children are supported in developing self-esteem and the confidence to 
work, co-operate and establish relationships with teachers and friends in our Thorpe House Family. 
The boys are guided to make choices and select their own learning resources. Teachers observe 
each boy, follows his particular interests and provides new resources to stimulate and extend 
learning opportunities. Throughout their learning experiences, the boys are guided to take 
responsibility for their choices and actions. This discipline evolves to and increased use of initiative 
and reasoning, which in turn assists in problem-solving and critical thinking. 

Twice weekly assemblies – one to address pastoral issues, such as ‘gratitude’, ‘mental wellbeing’, 
‘healthy diets’ or charity initiatives, for example - the other to celebrate achievements, work to foster 
a love of learning, a belief in one’s own abilities and the delight in friends’ accomplishments too.  

The boys are supported to solve conflicts they encounter during work and play, growing in their 
understanding of the importance of kindness and the difference between right and wrong; learning 
to forgive each other and to try to understand why people behave in a certain way. 

Adult example and support, activities, stories and the sharing of experiences help to develop an 
understanding of a range of feelings and care for all living things, property and the environment. 

The boys are introduced to concepts of: sharing, caring, honesty, relationships, kindness, feeling 
and empathy within the broadly Christian religious traditions. We are also very keen to respect and 
celebrate religious festivals from other beliefs. 

Communication and Language / Literacy / Speaking and Listening 

The boys are encouraged to extend their vocabulary, fluency and listening skills by hearing, 
participating in, having fun with and responding to stories, songs and rhymes. They talk with others 
about personally meaningful experiences. They plan their work, communicate with others during 
work time and describe events, objects and relationships and evaluate their work. 

The boys work through a bespoke phonics scheme which incorporates the learning of the Phonics 
integrated with the learning to read scheme in a systematic way which allows the boys to progress 
at their own pace and constantly reinforces the sounds already taught.  Phonics understanding is 
assessed at the end of reception using the Government released phonics assessment.   

Adult-initiated activities in small and large groups familiarise children with the pattern, rhythm of 
language and introduce them to early work on letter and sound recognition. Through role-play the 
children develop language skills by using different modes and styles of speaking for different people 
and situations. They need to listen to each other’s contributions and learn to play co-operatively. 
Drama lessons provide further opportunity for the boys to explore stories, characters and 
behaviours. 

In an environment rich in print and opportunities to write, our goal is to help children to understand 
the power of the written word as a basis for communication, knowledge, entertainment and 
expression. When they are ready the boys use written and drawn symbols for themselves in 
drawing, letter-like forms, invented spellings, dictated stories and emergent writing. 

A variety of mark-making implements for drawing and writing are offered to the children and they are 
encouraged to draw and write about things which interest them and which they want to 
communicate. Mark-making is a very important and necessary stage in the development of early 
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literacy. Emergent writing is positively encouraged so that children learn to communicate in the 
written form. Every child’s work is valued and respected. The children are encouraged to use mark-
making tools in all areas of the room, such as shopping lists, speeding fines, postcards, labels etc. 

We encourage and help each boy to transfer his spoken language into the written form. The level of 
writing is matched to each child’s ability. This also includes scribing for the children to enable them 
to compose at length, or offering them key words to support writing. 

As the boys develop their skills in writing, their random marks become more precise, left to right 
orientation becomes apparent and their writing begins to contain recognisable letters. Boys who are 
beginning to write independently are supported in their attempts by helping them to discriminate the 
initial letter sound of the word required. As competence increases, they are encouraged to 
discriminate and represent further sounds in these words. 

Where fine motor skills are weak, boys are encouraged to use fat crayons, paints, clay, dough and 
small manipulative toys to develop finer muscle tone in their fingers. Finger gym is utilised and the 
opportunities at Forest School, playing with stones and mud, weaving with wool and threading, all 
work to build up that strength. Cooking is also invaluable. 

Writing is practised in the air, on paper, in sand, with paints, on white and black boards, using sticks 
in mud, and is developed indoors and outdoors. 

Reading 

The boys are read to throughout the day and books and reading are central to their daily 
experience. The boys work through our reading scheme and key words programme. Parents are 
expected to hear their sons read each night. Books are readily available in the Reception classroom 
and are on display to highlight topics. The Library is next to the Reception classroom. The weekly 
Drama lesson incorporates a story. 

As they read, the boys are encouraged to point to each word and to understand the direction of the 
text. They sound out words using initial sounds and phonic blends and they use the pictures for 
clues to make sense of the text. Soon they appreciate the wonder of the written word and its 
relationship with the spoken word and fluency begins! 

Through daily Phonics teaching, the children are taught the 44 main sounds in English. The learning 
environment is rich in words in the form of labels, names, lists and key topical words, for example. 
Literature is all around them and more than matched with our spoken English, the boys develop at a 
great rate. 

Mathematics 

At Thorpe House we use the Abacus Scheme for the daily Mathematics teacher-lead lesson. 
Through play and adult-supported practical experiences children become familiar with sorting, 
matching, ordering, sequencing, recognising, subitising and creating patterns and counting 
everyday objects. 

Elements of the daily routine such as head counts, number games, songs, rhymes and number-
related activities such as jigsaw puzzles help children recognise and use numbers to 10 (and 
beyond, where appropriate). The boys also use Numbots to enhance their learning online, which 
makes practice fun and independent, plus prepares them for their use of TT Rockstars in Year 1. 
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Children use their developing mathematical understanding to solve practical problems and their 
developing mathematical vocabulary to describe shape, position, size and quantity, simple addition 
and subtraction, doubling, halving and sharing. 

Early mathematical concepts are developed such as sorting, matching, colour, shape, size and 
number. 

Understanding the World 

A safe and stimulating environment allows the boys to explore and experiment with a wide range of 
natural and manmade materials. They learn to observe, talk and ask questions and sometimes 
record features of objects and substances. 

The boys enjoy exploring and understanding their environment, their families and past and present 
events in their own lives. They explore, care for and recognise features of living things in the field 
and at Forest School. 

The children explore a range of materials. They are involved in planning and decision- making, 
cutting, placing, fixing and fastening. Language skills are developed as children talk about what they 
have made. At times they are asked to make something to meet given criteria. They have the 
opportunity to explore a full range of materials and to select the most appropriate materials and 
make their desired model. They are encouraged to test their work and amend and improve as 
appropriate. 

The Reception classroom has a computer and an interactive whiteboard; iPads are arriving soon. 
Programmes enable the boys to draw and paint pictures and engage in early reading and numeracy 
activities. Computational thinking skills are developed using Beebots. 

Cooking is a favourite learning opportunity in Reception and the boys have fun in the Food Room. 
They learn about food hygiene and the learn the basic skills required, including pouring, sifting, 
stirring, spooning, mixing and chopping etc. 

Physical Development 

A range of large and small equipment and opportunities, both indoors and outdoors, allow children 
to develop confidence and enjoyment in the use and development of their own physical skills. PE, 
Swimming, Forest School and negotiating the vehicles in The Covered Way, provide opportunities 
for physical development. Adult support enables the boys to meet physical challenges, developing 
increasing skill, co-ordination and control in moving, climbing and balancing. The boys are 
supported in the development of the fine motor skills required to use tools such as brushes, pencils, 
drills, potato peelers and scissors, to handle small objects with increasing control and precision and 
to choose the correct tool for the job. The boys explore a variety of manipulative toys, which develop 
manual dexterity by slotting, pushing, pressing and threading. 

Expressive Arts and Design 

The boys use their senses and a wide range of resources in order to express their own ideas and 
feelings and to construct their individual responses in two and three dimensions. The boys are 
encouraged to use a variety of tools to develop their fine motor skills. 

Art equipment, including paints, pastels, clay, glue, crayons, and pencils as well as natural and 
discarded resources provide for open-ended exploration of colour, shape and texture and the 
development of skills in painting, drawing, collage and model-making. The boys join in with and 
respond to music, dance and stories and there are many opportunities for imaginative role-play, 
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both individually and as part of the group. The boys have music and drama sessions with specialist 
teachers. 

 

 

7. Resources 

·    Library 
·    Outdoor – Learning Garden and The Covered Highway (bikes, trikes, cars and scooters) 
·    Construction play 
·    Creative play 
·    Animals / dinosaurs 
·    Cars and car park 
·    Writing/mark making 
·    Painting 
·    Table toys/small world 
·    Computer 
·    Maths 
·    Science/investigation 
·    Role play 

In addition 

·    Food technology sessions 
·    Regular PE sessions in Griffin Hall 
·    Weekly Forest School 
·    Weekly Spanish 
·    Weekly Swimming 
·    Weekly Music 
·    Weekly Drama 

8. Planning, Recording and Assessment 

· Long Term Plans 
Long term planning provides a strong framework for working with 4-5 year olds. 
We base our plans on the Foundation Stage Curriculum 2021. This is the over-arching framework 
that informs all others stages of planning. It shows the range of experiences/learning opportunities 
that are available whilst the children are in the foundation stage. 
· Medium Term Plans 
Overview planning takes place weekly and is evaluated with regard to individual boys. The topics 
are planned carefully to ensure continuity and progression throughout the Foundation Stage. 
· Short Term Plans 
Daily planning ensures that activities/learning objectives meet the needs and interests of the boys. 
Recording and Assessment 

Boys are baseline assessed in the first 6 weeks after starting Reception; we use in-house 
assessments and a standardised assessment tool from CEM. Tapestry is used by teachers and 
parents, to capture learning moments for each boy, enabling his individual learning journey to be 
celebrated, tracked and assessed, using the Early Years Goals, throughout the year. Baseline 
assessments are repeated in mid-summer to assess progress and level of development, with regard 
to the Early Learning Goals. 
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The EYFS profile is completed for all children in the final term of the year in which they reach age 
five, no later than 30 June in that term. Each child’s level of development is assessed against the 
early learning goals. The results of the EYFS profile is shared with parents. The Early Years teacher 
meets with the Year 1 teacher to pass on the profile and summarise each child’s skills and abilities 
in relation to the three key characteristics of effective learning. 

9. Behaviour 

At Thorpe House we have high expectations regarding behaviour and the boys are made aware 
from the start of their journey with us that we promote kindness above all else. As boys inevitably 
make mistakes, they are guided and expectations explained. Good behaviour is praised and poor 
behaviour is recognised as ‘a behaviour’ and not part of the individual. 

The school celebrates good behaviour and a good attitude to work through certificates and the 
Kindness Cup. Boys names are highlighted in the newsletter and much made of good behaviour. 

Poor behaviour is addressed quickly. Should it recur the Head of Lower School would be involved in 
discussions with the boy. Sanctions including sitting out for some of playtime are used. Reflections 
on the behaviour would follow. The teacher would record all incidents of poor behaviour should a 
pattern occur, and this shared with parents as appropriate. If patterns emerge then parents are 
informed and together, the problem usually dissipates. On very rare occasions, where this is not the 
case, the Headmaster is involved. In such rare circumstances, where a boy’s behaviour is 
persistently unacceptable and where other boys are at risk, discussions would take place about the 
possibility of temporary exclusion while further adjustments are considered. 

10. Parent and Community Links 

Our aim is for parents to be partners in their son’s learning and to be fully informed of his progress. 
We encourage parents to see us at the beginning/end of a session with any queries or immediate 
needs. Parent consultation meetings are held at October half-term, during the Easter term and an 
informal meeting with the boys at the end of the Summer term, to share work and celebrate 
achievement. Formal reports are sent home at Christmas and the completed EYFS Profile towards 
the end of the academic year.  They can track progress via the online profiling tool, Tapestry. 

All parents/carers are actively encouraged to visit the Early Years class and are also invited to 
attend school events. At Thorpe House we encourage our parents to share with us by visiting school 
and talking to the boys about their careers, their family religion, or bringing in new babies or pets. 

We link with local nurseries and the girls’ school close by and invite them to our Forest School for 
‘playdates’ to encourage making new friends and social interaction. 

11. Staff and Professional Development 

The Early Years staff will attend appropriate courses/information evenings to link up with other 
practitioners, extend knowledge, skills and expertise and in order to keep up to date and abreast of 
educational developments and paediatric first aid. The information is then shared with members of 
the team and, where appropriate will be shared with further staff members. The Head of Lower 
School has regular supervision meetings with the Reception Teacher, to ensure all is well and to 
ascertain if any further support is required. 

12. Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Head of Lower School will be responsible for overseeing the delivery of an appropriate 
curriculum and the evaluation of its success. This information will be shared with Early Years/Pre-
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Prep staff at regular meetings and will be used to support future planning and development 
initiatives. 

The Early Years staff are responsible for the day to day running of the learning environment. 

The Head of Lower School and Director of Studies have overall responsibility for monitoring the 
quality of teaching and learning. 

 
13. Outdoor Play Policy 

Outdoor play is integral to Early Years development and at Thorpe House we are fully committed to 
this. The boys are involved in self-chosen activities and move freely between indoor and outdoor 
areas using the resources to enable their learning. We believe that outdoor play is equally as 
important as indoor play and that some children learn best when in the outdoor environment. The 
Learning Garden, Covered Highway and weekly Forest School all provide excellent outdoor learning 
provision. 

During outdoor play there is continuous provision. At Forest School this would include the 
hammock, high ropes, den and walk the plank, plus the usual woodland exploration opportunities. In 
addition to this there would be a focused, yet optional learning opportunity, to promote new skills 
and interests, such as knots, threading, chopping, whittling etc. In the Learning Garden continuous 
provision includes the mark-making chalk boards, wall-mounted musical instruments, sand and 
water and twigwams. Further provision to follow and extend the boys’ interests might include small 
play, construction, gardening. 

In all outdoor opportunities the teachers observe and track to extend and guide learning, making it 
rich, inclusive and ensuring it engages the boys.  As with indoors, the teachers must balance child-
initiated play with their own interventions to challenge, support and stretch. Modelling purposeful 
play is key in these learning opportunities. 

Teachers must ensure that the Forest School environment is as safe as possible for the boys. A 
scan and sweep are done at the start of the sessions and boys are always reminded of the rules. 

14. Use of Mobile Devices 

The use of personal mobile phones or personal cameras in the EYFS is strictly prohibited. Where 
photographs are required they must be taken on a school device or the EYFS designated iPad and 
stored in strict accordance with the school’s policy on taking and storing images. All mobile phones 
must be switched off and stored out of sight of the boys.  

15. Transition 

Boys wishing to join Reception Class will be invited for a taster session of approximately 1 hour’s 
assessment with the teacher and SEN, to observe interactions with other boys and to work 1:1 with 
a teacher. However, if a boy wishes to join Reception Class mid-year, he would be invited to spend 
the whole day with us, as we perceive this entry point unusual. The school may wish to follow up 
information with the existing school prior to offering a place. 

Once a place is offered, the boy would join his new cohort for ‘stay and play’ sessions with his new 
friends, perhaps at Forest School, so they can get to know each other before school begins in 
September. In the late summer term all new boys would come in for ‘Moving Up Day’, which is in 
line with County and the Reception Teacher, Teaching Assistant or Head of Lower School like to 
visit the child at his home or educational setting. 
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Throughout the year in Reception there are many opportunities for the boys to spend time with the 
Year 1s and the Year 1 teacher, including at playtime and shared Forest School, Spanish and 
Drama sessions. There are also opportunities to work and play with other age groups in House 
Assemblies, workshops, events and on special days, such as World Book Day. Thus, transition is 
not difficult nor complex. Teachers hand over and the boys’ Individual Pupil Plans are useful 
documents to handover too. 

Natasha Doran September 2021 

Review July 2022 

______________________________________ Chairman of Governors 


