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Accessibility Plan 2020 - 2023 
 

This policy applies to all sections of the school including EYFS 
 

 

Ethos and aims 

 

Thorpe House School strives to be a fully inclusive and welcoming school and therefore aims to 

ensure that each and every pupil can participate fully in the life of the school. 

 

 

Definition of disability 

 

A child or young person is disabled if they have a physical or mental impairment which has a 

substantial and long term adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. (as 

defined by the equality act 2010). 

 

Areas of planning responsibilities 

 

 To increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school’s curriculum 

 To improve the school’s physical environment for the purpose of increasing the extent to 

which disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and benefits, facilities or 

services offered by the school 

 To improve the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is readily accessible to 

pupils who are not disabled. 

 

Plan construction 

 

The schools disabled policy review committee which consists of Jo Potter (Bursar) Sue Jenkin 

(Head of curriculum), Matron (Natasha Moles) and SENCO (Jan MacMillan) may also co-opt 

additional members whose expertise in any field would be of assistance. The committee’s 

terms of reference are: 

 

 To review Thorpe House School’s policy annually to see how procedures and facilities are 

likely to affect pupils and prospective pupils to the school 

 To make recommendations with a view to improving the accessibility of the school’s 

education in many aspects to pupils or prospective pupils with disabilities by means of 

reasonable adjustments 

 To prepare the school’s SEN and disability policy 

 To prepare the school’s accessibility plan 
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Contextual history 
 
Thorpe House School has been in its current location since 1923. It is based over 4 sites, two of 

which are converted residential buildings. The main building is an old three floor building and there 

are currently classrooms on each floor. The age of the main building means that the third floor 

has poor access for disabled pupils and access to the second floor is limited.  The main building 

benefits from a disabled lift in the new wing of the school which provides access to the two new 

science laboratories on the second floor.  Other upstairs classrooms on the main site are not 

accessible to wheelchair access, but these classes are considered and relocated when writing the 

timetable to ensure all students have access to all subjects.  Both art and Computer science can 

be relocated to the graphics room situated on the ground floor off the main playground if 

necessary. 

 

Heywood house is used as a building to facilitate smaller classes and is accessible for wheelchair 

use on the ground floor.  Any classes can easily be relocated to the ground floor for wheelchair 

access.  This is taken into account when planning the timetable. 

 

The new building called Griffin Hall on the Lower School site which includes a new sports hall has 

access to all levels via a lift and there is wheelchair access around the sides with ramps.  The main 

Lower School building is all on the ground floor and therefore accessible to all. 

 

Current range of known disabilities 
 
The school has children with a range of disabilities to include moderate and specific learning 

disabilities. 
 
We have a small number of pupils and parents who have a hearing impairment. 

 
Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum 

 

Through self-review and Continuous Professional Development (CPD), we aim to enhance staff 

knowledge, skills and understanding to promote excellent teaching and learning for all pupils. We 

aim to meet every child’s needs within mixed ability, inclusive classes. 

 

It is a core value of the school that all pupils are enabled to participate fully in the broader life of the 

school. Consequently, all pupils have always been permitted to attend age relevant after school 

clubs, leisure and cultural activities and educational visits. The only exception would occur if a pupil 

had breached school rules when deprivation of club attendance may be used as a suitable short term 

sanction and to ensure the safety of others. 
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Target Strategies Timescale Responsibility Success criteria 

Increase 

confidence of all 

staff in 

differentiating the 

curriculum 

Be aware of staff training 

needs on curriculum  

access 

Assign CPD for dyslexia, 

differentiation and 

recording methods 
Online learning modules if 

required 

On-going 

and as 

required 

SENCO, HoC 

and  

HM 

Raised staff 

confidence in 

strategies for 

differentiation and 

increased pupil 

participation 

Ensure classroom 

support staff have 

specific training on 

disability issues 

Be aware of staff training 

needs 

Staff access appropriate 
CPD 
Online learning modules if 

required 

As  

required 

SENCO Raised confidence 

of support staff 

Ensure all staff are 

aware of disabled 

pupil’s 

curriculum access 

Set up a system of  

individual access plans for 

disabled pupils as required 

Information sharing with all 

agencies involved with pupil 

As  

required 

SENCO All staff aware of 

individuals’ needs 

Use ICT software 

to support 

learning 
 

 

 

Make sure software 

installed where needed 

 

As 

required 

 
 

SENCO & 

HEAD of ICT 

Wider use of SEN 

resources in 

classrooms 
 

 All educational 

visits to be 

accessible to all 

Develop guidance for staff 

on making trips 

accessible 
Ensure each new venue is 

vetted for appropriateness 

As  

required 

  Pastoral 

Heads of 

school, Head 

and governors  

All pupils in school 

able to access all 

educational visits 

and take part in 

a range of activities 

Review PE 

curriculum to 

ensure PE 

accessible to all 

Gather information on 

accessible PE and disability 

sports if relevant 

Seek disabled sports people 

to come into school to raise 

awareness and inspire 

All pupils. 

As  

required 

Director of 

Sport 

All to have access 

to PE and be able 

to excel 

 
 

Improving access to the physical environment of the school 
 
Thorpe House School is continuing to grow and develop and it is our hope that in the near future 

we will be able to expand the buildings and continue to improve the facilities. One of our 

considerations when making key decisions about proposed improvements to the School is how we 

can improve site accessibility for both adults and children with disabilities. An example of this is the 

new science laboratory, built in 2019, which was strategically located next to the lift so it is fully  
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accessible.  In addition to this, the new Multi-Purpose Hall and associated rooms are all fully accessible 

to all by lift and a ramp entry system on the ground floor. 

 

All refurbishment or building projects at the school consider disabled access as a priority and these 

are central to the planning process.  
 
 
Target Strategies Time-scale Responsibility Success criteria 
The school is 

aware of the 

access needs of 

disabled pupils, 

staff, 

governors, 
parent/carers 
and visitors 

To create access plans 

for individual disabled 

pupils as part of the 

ILP process when 

required. 

 

Be aware of staff, 

governors and parents 

access needs and 
meet as appropriate 

 

Through questions and 

discussions find out the 

access needs of 

parents/carers through 

newsletter 

 

Consider access 

needs during 

recruitment process 

Ensure staff aware 

of Environment 

Access Standard 

As required 
 

 

 

 

 

Induction 

and on- 

going if 
required 

 

Annually 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recruit-

ment 

process 

Disabled policy 

review 

committee 

IEPs in place for 

disabled pupils and 

all staff aware of 

pupils needs 

 

 

All staff and 

governors feel 

confident their 
needs are met 

 

Parents have full 

access to all 

school activities 

 

 

 

Access issues do 

not influence 

recruitment and 

retention issues 

Layout of school 

to allow access 

for all pupils and 

adults to all 

areas 

Consider needs 

of disabled pupils, 

parents/carers or 

visitors when 

planning any 

redesign or 

refurbishment 

programme 

As required Disabled 

policy 

review 

committee 

in 

conjunction 

with Head 

and 

Governors 

Re-designed 

buildings are 

usable by all 
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Ensure all 

disabled pupils 

can be safely 

evacuated 

Put in place Personal 

Emergency Evacuation 

Plan (PEEP) for all 

pupils with difficulties. 

Develop a system 

to ensure all staff 

are aware of their 

responsibilities 

As  

required 
 

 

 

Each Sept 

SENCO/ 

Bursar 

 

 

 

 SENCO/ 

 Bursar 

All disabled pupils 

and staff working 

alongside are safe 

in the event of a 

fire 

 

Disabled parking Maintain the disabled 

parking space at 

both the Lower 

School and Main 

School site  

Ongoing Bursar Disabled visitors 

have a dedicated 

space so they can 

gain easy access 

to the school site 

All fire escape 

routes are 

suitable for all 

Make sure all areas 

of escape have 

wheelchair or 

suitable plan in 

place. 

Egress routes subject 

to regular visual 

checks 

On-going 

and as 

required and 

as 

appropriate 

fortnightly 

Bursar/ 

Maintenance 

Staff / all staff 
 

 

 

 

 

All disabled 

staff, pupils and 

visitors able to 

have safe 

independent 

egress 

 

 
Review and Monitoring 

 

  

May 2021                      Review date: May 2022 

 

 

 

Signed:  ________________________________________________________  Headmaster 

 

 

 

Signed: _________________________________________________  Chairman of Governors 

 


