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Policy for those with Learning and 
Physical Difficulties 

Note: This policy applies to all sections of the school including EYFS 

 
1 Introduction 
 
1.1 This policy takes into account the requirements of the Education Act 1996, the Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001, the SEND Code of Practice 2014 (SEND Code) 
and the JCQ regulations for Access Arrangements for External Examinations 

 
1.2 Our school provides a broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils where teachers set 

suitable learning challenges and respond to diverse learning needs. Some pupils, however, 
have educational needs that require additional or different help from that given to their 
peers. Others have a disability that prevents or hinders them from making full use of the 
educational facilities and/or opportunities provided by the school. 

 
1.3 Children may have special educational needs or need learning support either throughout, or 

at any time during their school career. This policy is designed to ensure that curriculum 
planning and assessment for pupils in the school takes account of this possibility. 

 
1.4 In certain circumstances we admit pupils with an EHCP and apply for an EHCP or we may 

apply for a pupil who is already on the role. For such pupils the school conforms to the 
requirements as set down in regulations. 

 
2 Aims and Objectives 
 
2.1 The aims of this policy are:  

• to ensure that reasonable adjustments are made to avoid putting pupils who are 
disabled, have a Statement of SEN or who have learning difficulties at a disadvantage; 

• to ensure that pupils who are disabled or have a SEN are not treated less favourably 
for a reason related to their need; 

• to set out the process by which the learning difficulties of each pupil are identified, 
assessed and provided for; 

• to identify the roles and responsibilities of staff in providing for the needs of pupils 
with learning or other difficulties; 

• to make clear the expectations of all parties involved in the process; 
• to enable all enrolled pupils to have full access to all elements of the school curriculum; 
• to ensure that parents are able to play their part in supporting their son’s education; 
• to encourage our pupils to have a voice in the process. 

 
3 Educational Inclusion 
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3.1 We strive to offer excellence and opportunity to all our pupils, whatever their ability or 
needs. We aim to achieve this through the removal of barriers to learning and participation. 
We want all the pupils to feel that they are a valued part of our school community. Through 
appropriate curricular provision we respect the fact that children: 
• have different educational, physical and behavioural needs; 
• require different strategies for learning; 
• acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates; 
• need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences. 

 
3.2 Teachers respond to pupils’ needs by: 

• providing support for those who need help with communication, language and literacy; 
• planning to develop pupils’ understanding through the use of all available senses and 

experiences; 
• planning for pupils’ full participation in learning, and in physical and practical activities; 
• helping pupils to manage their behaviour and to take part in learning effectively and 

safely; 
• helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma or stress, and to take 

part in learning. 
 

4 Admissions 
 
4.1 We welcome all boys who can make the most of the opportunities that we offer and can 

flourish in the caring environment of the school. Therefore, we welcome pupils who can 
pass our entrance assessment if they have learning difficulties or physical disabilities, 
providing that our Learning Support Department can provide them with the support that 
they require.  We do not, however, have the facilities to offer highly specialised and intensive 
support.  We advise parents to discuss their son’s needs and requirements with us before 
he sits our entrance assessment so that we can make adequate provision for him to access 
the papers.  Parents should provide a copy of an educational psychologist’s report or a 
medical report to support their request, for example for extra time or other special 
arrangements. 

 
4.2 Each pupil with a special educational need or physical disability requires special consideration 

and treatment.  If appropriate, adjustments may need to be put in place at school in order 
for a pupil to be able to access either the curriculum or to move around the site safely. We 
will discuss thoroughly with parents and their medical advisers the adjustments that can 
reasonably be made before we offer a place so that all parties clearly understand what is and 
what is not possible.   

 
4.3 Our Learning Support staff under the management of the SENCo are able to support pupils 

with a wide range of specific learning difficulties. However, each case is judged on its own 
merits, and sometimes the decision to offer a place, particularly to a boy with a Statement 
of SEN/Educational Health Care plan (EHC) will depend not just upon whether we have the 
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necessary expertise to support the boy, but also upon whether specialist members of staff 
are able to allocate enough time to him.  

 
4.4 Background information is actively sought from parents on their son’s entry to the school. 

This forms part of the school’s efforts to ensure that reasonable adjustments are made to 
avoid putting disabled pupils at a substantial disadvantage if they attend the school. 

 

4.5 Although the school will endeavour to meet the needs of all pupils moving from Reception 
to Year 1, Year 2 to Year 3 and from Lower to Middle to Senior schools, we reserve the 
right to give notice that we will be unable to accept a pupil transferring to the next stage at 
Year 1, Year 3, Year 7 or Year 9, if we cannot realistically provide the necessary level of 
support to enable him to manage the more stringent educational demands required at that 
stage. 

 
5 Monitoring Pupils 
 
5.1 In some cases, boys join the school with their needs already identified. All boys who join are 

assessed on entrance except those coming up from Lower school who have taken GL 
Progress tests at the end of Year 2. The SENCo and Head of Lower, Middle and Upper 
School look at these results alongside the performance of the pupils during their first few 
weeks at the school. If difficulties are identified that will not be addressed through normal 
classroom teaching, further testing is carried out to try to establish any specific learning 
difficulties. We believe early identification of any difficulties is vital. Additionally, vision and 
hearing screening by a qualified behavioural optometrist and audiologist are offered to all 
new pupils in the January following their enrolment. 

 
5.2 If a pupil exhibits mild difficulties from screening or if a member of staff raises concerns we 

put him onto our ‘Observation List’. This alerts all teachers that the pupil has a slight 
weakness in a specific area and might need additional classroom support. 

 
5.3 If we consider that the difficulties of a particular pupil are more serious we arrange for him 

to be assessed by a specialist so that we can identify the areas that require support.  When 
the results of these assessments come to us, we place the pupil on the Learning Support 
Register. We offer in class support as appropriate and help with study skills outside the 
normal curriculum.  We work closely with the pupil and his parents to help him to overcome 
the barriers that his difficulties present.  

 
5.4 For a pupil who starts to receive support, the Learning Support teacher will continue to 

prepare an Assess, Plan, Do, Review Record (APDRR).  This details the nature of the pupil’s 
difficulties, records the strategies used to support him and sets short-term targets that are 
reviewed termly.   

5.5 A boy who has been receiving in class support will often stop having this support if he can 
cope with the work in class without it. In those circumstances he is taken off the Learning 
Support Register and transferred to the Observation List. There are also some occasions 
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when a boy who has been diagnosed with a specific difficulty by an educational psychologist 
will not need in class support in which case he too would be on the observation list.  

 
5.6 If a pupil develops difficulties that cannot be met in school by the members of our Learning 

Support Department and he needs additional support, we may suggest that the parents apply 
for an EHC plan. The school will support the parents through this process.   

 
 
6 Supporting Pupils 
 
6.1 If our assessments show that a boy may have a learning difficulty, his class or subject teacher 

will offer interventions that are different from, or additional to, those provided by the 
school’s normal working practices.  

 
6.2 In the case of both literacy and maths difficulties, the Learning Support Department offers 

in-class support as appropriate. 
 
6.3 If it is felt that the boy’s difficulties may be severe or complex enough to warrant more 

individual support, the SENCo will undertake further observations and/or informal testing 
to determine the nature and extent of the difficulties. It may be recommended that the 
parents arrange a private assessment by an educational psychologist or from our in house 
specialist assessor. 

 
6.4 As a result of these investigations, it may be decided, by all parties, that the boy would benefit 

from extra dropping an option and receiving extra one to one tuition by a specialist teacher 
within the Learning Support Department. 

 
6.5 While a pupil is having extra help in this way, the Learning Support Teachers liaise with class 

teachers to ensure the transfer and relevance of the special needs learning to the everyday 
curriculum.  

 
6.6 We are sometimes able, depending on need, to arrange for pupils to use laptop computers 

in classes. 
 
6.7 Parents are kept fully informed as to strategies being used and progress achieved. Their input 

is sought to support the work at home and to provide additional information. 
 
6.8 Consideration is given to the provision of special arrangements for public examinations, to 

ensure that each pupil has the best possible chance of accessing the tests, whatever his 
learning needs.  Where appropriate, such special arrangements are also implemented as part 
of the pupil’s normal classroom routine and for internal school tests and examinations. This 
is detailed on the Learning Support Register or Observation List.  

 
6.9 There is a flowchart to detail this process that is attached to this policy as an appendix. 
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7 Pupils with an EHCP 
 
7.1 If any pupil at the school is in receipt of an EHCP, the school will follow the procedures set 

down by the EHCP. This involves, amongst other things, performing a formal annual review 
of progress. 
 

7.2 If the EHCP states that additional one-to-one classroom support is needed and the school 
accepts this is practical then the school will employ an appropriate person for this task. 

 
7.3 If the school cannot provide what is recommended in an EHCP then it will inform the parents 

that it is unable to meet the terms of the EHCP and that their son’s best interests will be 
better served by finding another suitable school. If parents of a prospective pupil who has an 
EHCP approach the school for a place, this conversation will be held before a place is offered.    

 
8 Physical Accessibility 
 
 We recognise that some children with learning difficulties also have physical disabilities and 

vice versa. The school’s Disability Policy and Accessibility plan show the ways in which we 
help pupils with disabilities and how we plan to make our buildings progressively more 
accessible to disabled pupils, parents and visitors.  

 
9 English as an Additional Language 
 
9.1 In order to cope with the academic and social demands of the school, boys must be fairly 

fluent  English speakers.  We insist that children whose first language at home is not English 
receive individual tuition in English as an additional language (EAL) before they start at the 
 school and that this continues until their speech and comprehension become fairly fluent.  The 
school cannot offer such teaching in school but can recommend teachers outside school who 
can be approached. 

 
9.2  Pupils for whom English is not their first language are monitored on a regular basis by the 

Learning Support department to ensure that any necessary individual tuition is taking place 
and that this is effective. More importantly the SENCo will intervene if she feels that there 
might be a learning difficulty which is hindering progress but that is possibly hidden by the 
language barrier.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 Role of the SENCo 
 
10.1 The role of the SENCo is to: 
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• co-ordinate the provision for and manage the responses to pupils’ special needs; 
• support and advise colleagues; 
• maintain two registers – one of those receiving learning support and one of those 

under observation. These are updated regularly; 
• co-ordinate the production and review of APDRRs; 
• manage a range of resources, human and material, to enable appropriate learning 

support provision; 
• contribute to the professional development of all staff. 

 
 
11 The Role of the Staff 
 
11.1 The Form Tutor co-ordinates with the SENCo to ensure that all members of staff who teach 

a particular pupil are aware of strategies that need to be put in place to meet his particular 
needs. 

 
11.2 The Form Tutor is the first person to make contact with parents to discuss the school’s 

concerns about a pupil’s progress, or alternatively the person whom parents would approach 
if they felt their son was experiencing difficulties. 

 
11.3 All staff (including teaching and support staff) are given training on working with physically 

 disabled pupils if we have any at the school.   
 
11.4 Our teaching staff regularly receive training on teaching strategies to help those have learning 

difficulties through INSET sessions and through reading relevant material sent to them from 
the Learning Support Department.  

 
12 The Role of the Headmaster 
 
12.1 The Headmaster is kept informed by SENCo of details of pupils who are newly under 

 consideration for entry onto the Learning Support Register and discuss with her the next 
steps in the pupil’s assessment. 

 
12.2 If it is felt that a pupil’s difficulties are severe enough to warrant an educational psychologist’s 

or specialist assessors report  then the SENCo will liaise with the Headmaster to get 
in contact with the parents to arrange a meeting between himself, those parents and the 
SENCo. 

 
 
 
13 Pupil Participation 
 
13.1  It is part of the culture of our school to encourage pupils to take responsibility and to make 

decisions. 
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13.2 Pupils are involved at an appropriate level in setting their APDR targets and are encouraged 
to make judgements about their own performance against these targets. 

 
 
14 Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
14.1 The SENCo monitors the progress of all pupils who have known difficulties of any kind or 

who are suspected as having difficulties. 
 
14.2 Annual meetings are held when all staff discuss the current make-up of the two registers and 

talk about the issues relating to individual pupils on the list.    
 
14.2 The SENCo and the Headmaster hold weekly meetings to review the work of the school in 

this area, both in terms of individual pupils and general provision. 
 
14.3 The Governing Body reviews this policy every three years and considers any amendments. 
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Signed:  ______________________________________________________  Headmaster 
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